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THE QUESTION BOX 



The Wisconsin Historical Library has long maintained a 
bureau of historical information for the benefit of those who 
care to avail themselves of the service it offers. In "The 
Question Box" will be printed from time to time such queries, 
with the answers made to them, as possess sufficient general 
interest to render their publication worth while. 



NAVIGATION ON FOX RIVER AND LAKE WINNEBAGO 

I have been very much interested in the early history of navigation 
on Lake Winnebago, the Wolf and Fox rivers, and have alreaedy started 
a record from information given me by my uncle, Captain Eb. Stevens, 
formerly of Oshkosh. I am writing you to ask if you have any records 
on the subject which you can loan me for a few days. 

I am informed by one of the members of the Historical Society, 
Mr. Foster, of Appleton, that Captain Ed Neff had a very interesting 
article on the subj ect in an Appleton or Oshkosh newspaper about twenty- 
five years ago, and it may be that the Historical Society has a copy of that 
article. 

John Stevens, Jr., 

Appleton 

There are many articles in the publications of the State His- 
torical Society on the navigation of the Fox River and Lake Winne- 
bago. I presume you have a set of these Publications. If not, they 
are supplied to the Appleton Public and Lawrence College libraries 
in your city. For what is contained in the Collections you should 
consult the index volume (number 21) under such captions as, 
Rivers : Fox ; canoe voyages on, etc. ; and Routes : Fox-Wisconsin. 
Among the more notable descriptions are those of Lockwood, Vol. II, 
107-09; of Merrell, Vol. VII, 370-72; of Martin, Vol. XI, 395-96; 
of Mrs. Baird, Vol. XV, 225-31 ; and of Clermont, Vol. XV, 457. 

In the volumes of Proceedings of the Society may be found the 
following as to articles which relate to the subject matter of your 
inquiry: "The Fox-Wisconsin Improvement" in the volume for 
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1899, pages 186-94; "Pioneers and Durham Boats on Fox River" 
in the volume for 1912, pages 180-270. 

The History of Wiimebago County (Chicago, 1908), edited by 
P. V. Lawson, contains several articles on the navigation of the 
Pox River. Longer descriptions which may be worth consulting 
are, Thomas L. McKenney, Memoirs (New York, 1846), 95-104; 
Mrs. Juliette A. Kinzie, Wau Bum. 

We have a good deal of manuscript material on the Fox River 
improvement and other material on the early history of the Fox 
River valley. Should you find it practicable to pay a visit to Madi- 
son, we shall be glad to put it at your disposal. 

NEGRO SLAVERY IN GRANT COUNTY 

One of my former teachers is preparing a paper, to be read at the 
La Crosse Normal School next year, on the subject of "Slavery in Grant 
County." Can you help us out in this matter? Any suggestions or ref- 
erences on this subject will be very thankfully received. 

T. Emery Bray, Lancaster, 
Superintendent of Schools, Grant County 

Your question concerning slavery in Grant County is a difficult 
one to answer; slaves were undoubtedly brought to Grant County, 
and kept there in servitude, but almost no printed record has been 
made of such episodes. The following suggestions are all we can 
offer without extended research. 

The first operations in the Illinois- Wisconsin lead mining region 
under United States leases were conducted in 1822 by Colonel James 
Johnson, of Kentucky. He brought with him a few slaves to work 
the mines. Brief descriptions of these slaves may be found in Wis. 
Hist. Colls., VI, 280; XIII, 290-91 ; 331-33; XIV, 303. Johnson 
may have prospected some in the Wisconsin mining region, and 
probably had a personal servant with him. His operations were, 
however, short lived, and in all probability he took his slaves back 
with him to Kentucky. 

Most of the southern families who settled in southwest Wisconsin 
brought personal or house servants with them. One of these was 
George Wallace Jones, whose father, John Rice Jones, was an advo- 
cate of extending slavery to Illinois. The younger Jones settled at 
Sinsinawa Mounds, and had a considerable establishment where 



